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signature to a piece of paper, or rob the child of his dead Betty
Bodle of a single bawbee.
" If my father," said he, " did sic a wicked thing to Charlie as
ye a' say, what for would ye hae me to do as ill a wrang to my
bairn ? Isna wee Betty Bodle my first-born, and, by course o*
nature and law, she has a right to a' I hae; what for then would
ye hae me to mak away wi' ony thing that pertains to her? I'll
no be guilty o5 ony sic sin."
Wee Betty Bodle dies, and the idiot seizes his brother's little
girl, and protests that it is still his own Betty Bodle. But George
Walkinshaw, as hard as his father and more sordid, has his eye
upon the property, and gets his brother cognost by a jury, and
pronounced mentally incapable. The examination is one of
Gait's richest scenes. Wattie, who has been coached by his
friends, disconcerts the hostile advocate.
" You do not think you are a daft man? " said the advocate.
"Nobody thinks himser daft. I daresay ye think ye're just as
wise as me."
But his pathetic delusion about Betty Bodle settles his fate, and
George installs himself at Grippy.
The leading figure in the drama from this point, however, is
George's mother, the relict of Claud Walkinshaw. She has been
ejected from the old mansion, and left on a small allowance in a
Glasgow lodging. First, she manages to get George's daughter ejj
married to an ineligible young man 5 and then, when George has
had to be reconciled to the situation and she discovers a flaw in
his title to the estate, she sues him for the cost of their board and
lodging, and he is glad to compromise for a thousand pounds.
But Leddy Grippy boasts: " They would need long spoons that
sup parridge wi' the de'il, or the like o' me, ye maun ken." When
the son-in-law, in right of his wife, succeeds to the estate, and
though that right is at variance with the terms of the entail, the
chicanery of a Writer to the Signet is on the point of making
his possession safe and absolute, she beats the lawyers at their own
game. Only those on the other side have seen the actual document.
But Leddy Grippy extracts from the enemy enough to give her
a good inkling, and browbeats them into the conviction that she